
Some Guidelines to Consider When 
Selecting Vegetables for the Home Garden

Short-Season Crops
Arugula
Beans (bush)
Beets
Cabbage, early (including Chinese)
Carrots
Lettuce
Mustard greens
Onions (from sets)
Peas
Radishes
Scallions
Turnips

Long-Season Crops
Artichokes
Asparagus
Beans (pole, dry, lima, and soy)
Celery
Eggplant
Kale
Leeks
Onions
Peppers
Potatoes
Rhubarb
Tomatoes

Crops That Grow Best 
In Cool Weather
Artichokes, Jerusalem
Arugula
Asparagus
Beans, broad (fava)
Beets
Broccoli
Brussels sprouts
Cabbage (including Chinese)
Carrots
Cauliflower
Celery
Chicory
Collards*
Endive
Kale
Kohlrabi
Leeks
Lettuce
Mustard greens
Onions
Parsnips
Peas
Potatoes
Radicchio
Radishes
Rhubarb
Rutabagas
Swiss chard*
Shallots
Spinach
Turnips

*Will also grow well in hot weather

Crops That Grow Best In Warm Weather
Artichokes, globe
Beans (except fava)
Corn
Cowpeas (black-eyed peas)
Cucumbers
Eggplant
Lima beans
Melons
Okra
Peppers
Pumpkins
Soybeans
Spinach, New Zealand
Squash, summer and winter
Sweet potatoes
Tomatoes

Least Space-Consuming
Beans (bush and pole)
Beets
Carrots
Chinese cabbage
Eggplant
Leeks
Lettuce
Mustard greens
Onions
Parsnips
Peppers
Radishes
Sunflowers
Swiss chard
Tomatoes
Turnips



Most Space-Consuming
Artichoke (globe)
Broccoli
Cauliflower
Corn
Cucumbers
Melons
Peas
Potatoes
Sweet potatoes
Winter squash
 
Heavy Feeders
Artichokes
Broccoli
Brussels sprouts
Cabbage
Cauliflower
Celery
Collards
Corn
Cucumbers
Eggplant
Kale
Lettuce
Melons (including watermelon)
Mustard
Okra
Peppers
Parsley
Pumpkins
Rhubarb
Spinach
Squash
Sunflowers
Swiss chard
Tomatoes

Light Feeders
Beans
Beets
Carrots
Chicory
Endive
Leeks
Parsnips
Peas
Potatoes
Radishes
Rutabagas
Shallots
Sweet potatoes
Turnips

Crops That Withstand Early Fall Frosts
Beets
Brussels sprouts
Cabbages
Carrots
Cauliflower
Collards
Endive
Jerusalem artichokes
Lettuce
Mustard
Parsley
Peas
Radishes
Rutabagas
Spinach
Swiss chard

Transplants
Tomatoes
Peppers 
Eggplant
Broccoli
Leeks
Cabbage
Cauliflower
Sweet potatoes
Brussels sprouts
Okra

Tuber/Bulb/Root
Potato
Garlic
Onions
Jerusalem artichoke
Horseradish
Asparagus
Rhubarb

The information in this material is for educational purposes. The recommendations contained are based on the best available knowledge at the time of printing. Any reference to commercial products, trade or 
brand names is for information only, and no endorsement or approval is intended. The Cooperative Extension system does not guarantee or warrant the standard of any product referenced or imply approval of 
the product to the exclusion of others which also may be available. All agrochemicals/pesticides listed are registered for suggested uses in accordance with federal and Connecticut state laws and regulations as 
of the date of printing. If the information does not agree with current labeling, follow the label instructions. The label is the law. Warning! Agrochemicals/pesticides are dangerous. Read and follow all instructions 
and safety precautions on labels. Carefully handle and store agrochemicals/pesticides in originally labeled containers immediately in a safe manner and place. Contact the Connecticut Department of Environ-
mental Protection for current regulations. The user of this information assumes all risks for personal injury or property damage. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 
1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Gregory J. Weidemann, Director, Cooperative Extension System, The University of Connecticut, Storrs. The Connecticut Cooperative Extension 
System offers its programs to persons regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability and is an equal opportunity employer.

By Dawn Pettinelli, Assistant Extension Educator


